U.S. News & World Report
School Ranking Data
2020 Update

U.S. News ranked approximately 17,790 public high schools out
of more than 24,000 reviewed. This is the count of public high
schools that had a 12th grade enrollment of 15 or greater, or
otherwise had sufﬁcient enrollment in other high school
grades to be analyzed.
Schools below the 25th percentile have their scores concealed
and display the entire bottom quartile's ranking range. Schools
without a grade 12 or with very small enrollment are simply
displayed as unranked.
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The data in the US News & World Report is skewed because of the choices we made to retest students with
disabilities. US News & World Report states that districts make individual choices regarding state graduation
tests, and these individual choices (local control) affect the data.
We chose to allow our special needs students at the high school to retest if they scored a 1 or 2 on any of the
state tests. We believe that we have strong intervention programs that help special needs students earn
enough points on the state graduation tests to graduate without being "exempt from consequences."
Prior to this year, some students took three attempts to earn a passing score of 3 on a test, and both the first
and second attempts counted as failures for the district even though the student may have shown growth.
Starting this year, we have students attempt a test twice, and if a proficient score is not achieved, we offer
one of the credentialing pathways to graduation.

In summary, the retests negatively impact our data.

The reading and math proﬁciency percentages are based on the Ohio State Test results.
Rather than limit the number of junior high students who may enroll in high school math
classes, which would make the high school’s overall scores look better, we make decisions
based on what is the best choice or opportunity for individual students.

We have 61% of our grade 8 students taking either Math I/Algebra I or Math
II/Geometry this year. Last year, it was 61.4% and 95% passed the state tests.
This state test data is not used for the US News & World Report rankings.
Looking at our advanced math program for 2019-2020:
● 56 students taking AP Calculus AB
● 14 taking AP Calculus BC
● 66 enrolled in AP Statistics
● 74 taking Calculus and Statistics (non-AP)

Math and Equity
from Building Equity: Policies and Practices to
Empower All Learners Smith, Frey, Pumpian, Fisher 2017
Students should not be placed in classes or courses of study
based on their demographics or expectations of those with
the power to assign students to their schedule.
Instead, there should be a transparent way that classes are
built in the master schedule so that every student has a
chance to enroll in challenging learning environments.
Of course, there are logical prerequisite conditions that must
be taken into account in some high school classes.
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Algebra is the foundation
for students' future success
in science, technology,
engineering, and math. Do
they have the opportunity to
take it early? In Milford,
YES!

